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Stratford, Clarence B. (1903-1990) 
married Ora L. Alway (100 acres) 

23 Sept. 1974 

lot 
5 

Ora and Clarence Stratford and family 

Stratford, Harold (1904-1983) 
married Margaret Muir Allan 
(1907-1966) (300 acres) 

8 April 1925 
Harold and Margaret Stratford 

Stratford, Percy w. (1892-1972) 
married Blanche woodley 
(1892-1966) (50 acres _ Percy 
served as Township road super­
intendent) 

6 
4 

10 

concession 
2 

2 
2 

3 



- 990 -

Feb 14, 1962 - 50th anniversary 
Percy Blanche 

Stratford 

Stratford, Perley W. (1886-1981) 
farmer and thresher married 
Clara Courtnage (1886-1963) 
(85 acres) 

lot 
7/8 

14 Dec 1910 
Perley Clara 

Stratford 

concession 
2 
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Stratford, Sylvester (1856-1943) 
farmer and thresher married 
Harriett H. Dunnett (1864-1941) 

lot 
6 

concession 
2 

17 Feb 1886 
Sylvester Harriett 
Stratford "Hattie" 

Szucs, Julia 

Taylor, Cyril 
married Velma Stratford 
(Cy Taylor worked the Payson 
Vivian farm on shares) 

1915 
The Sylvester Stratford farm 
house north of the four 
corners - standing in front of 
the house are daughters 
Florence (1897-1989); Effie 
(1888-1962); Mable (1894-19 ); 
Velma (1911- ) and seated is 
Eliza Roberts Dunnett (1842-
1938) mother of Harriett. 

8 1 

6 1 
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8 Nov 1933 
Velma Cy Taylor 

lot 
12 

concession 
Tottle, Frank - farm bought 1931 

Tottle, WID (100 acres) 

Toth, Michael 

Vivian, Marquis "Park" (1885-1959) 
a bachelor (90 acres) 

20 June 1906 

12 

3 

4 

(picture taken following the wedding of Sadie 
Vivian (1884-1955) to Jim Young (1869-1942)) 

Marquis "Park" Louise Flossie 
Vivian Young Vivian 

Jim Young Sadie 

1 (Crumback farm) 

1 

3 

1 



lot 
Vivian, J. Wesley (1851-1928) 4 

concession 
1 

married Cecilia Malcolm (1855-1925) 
(Wes migrated to Wishart, 
Saskatchewan early in the century) 

Circa 1918 
Flossie Marquis 

Cecilia Malcolm Vivian 

Circa 191 
Wishart, Saskatchewan 

Wes holding "Sea Breeze" 

Circa 1903 
Ed Vivian (1879-1940) son 
of Wes and Cecilia Vivian 
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Circa 1920 

The Vivian farm house west of Oakland village, lot 4 
Concession 1 - in the picture is Cecilia Malcolm Vivian 
(1855-1925) on the left and Flossie Vivian (1893-1969) on 
the right. 

Ulrick, Arthur 

Viszmeg, Alex 

Wesbrook, Harry (1881-1963) 
married Ada Burtch (1883-1960) 
(97 acres) 

lot 
4 

2/3 

7/8 

Whiting, John Delmar (1887-1961) 12/13 
married Constance J. Eldridge, born 
in England in 1896. She came to 
Canada in 1924. Del Whiting bought 
his farm at East Oakland in 1913. 
Constance died in 1980. They were 
the parents of; Mary b. 1926; 
John b. 1928. Dells first wife died 
young. 

Wi1bee, Harry (30 acres) 8 

concession 
3 

6 

1 

1 

2 



Woodley, Reginald 

Wright, Claude (83 acres) 

Wymer, Simon 

Yarek, John (100 acres) 

Maple Grove families: 
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lot 
14 

3 

6 

6 

concession 
1 

1 

1 

3 

Circa 1915 - Lyman smith family 

Leigh 
(killed WWI) Harry L. Frank G. 

Hannah (Baker) 
smith (1865-1939) 

Clayton L. Leonard 

Gertrude (Grantham) 

Lyman Leigh Smith 
(1860-1938) 

George Gilbert Biggar 
(1856-1933) 

George Biggar married Martha Elizabeth 
Binkley (1861-1919) on Jan 10th 1900. He 
moved to Maple Grove in 1899 and settled 
on "Cherry Farm" , named appropriately 
because he planted 200 sour cherry trees, 
selling his fruit at the Brantford 
market. Since homesteading times, five 
houses have stood on his farm - three 
burned to the ground. George Biggar re­
married a widow, Margaret Marr, in 
December 1924. 
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tamily: top;Bob, Harry, Fred, George seated: 
Laura (Pew) Knox (mother); front; Mabel, Nellie, 
Charlotte "Lottie", Luella 

~t _Bruce Bonhaa' s tarm, L.ll C .1 
Top row, 1 to r: James Baird (husband of Flossie Cunningham), 
Vera Courtnage (Flossie's daughter-in-law), Roberta "Bobby" 
Burtch, Muriel McIntyre, Lena Young, Florence Cunningham, Edith 
Bonham, Hazel Cunningham (Kilbourne's wife), Charlie Cunningham. 

Middle row 1 to r: Ruth Bonham, Florence Cunningham, Evelyn 
Cunningham (wife of Charles), Mae Burtch (wife of Herb), Nellie 
McIntyre, Frankie Bonham (wife of Alf), Mabel Cunningham, Flossie 
Cunningham Baird 

Front row 1 to r: Herb Burtch, Charlie McIntyre, Reg McIntyre, 
Lewis Burtch, Bruce Bonham and son, Charlie Courtnage, Kib 
Cunningham, Bev Cunningham, Myrna Cunningham 

Inset (on the right) - Melba and Howard Burtch 
Hugh Norman 
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Circa 1925 
Miss Sadie Cramer and her mother. 
The Cramers farmed 50 acres on 
lot 7 concession 3. Wm Cramer 
(1870-1935), Sadie's father, ran 
for Reeve in 1923 but was 
defeated by Chas. McIntyre. 

On the right, 
Samuel Hunter, 
an early 20th 
century farmer 
among other 
pursuits. 

1 to r 
Sam Hunter 
1842-1917 
Mrs. ehas D. 
Hunter (holding 
infant) 
ehas D. Hunter 
Emily A. (Dean) 
Hunter 
(1841-1927) 

Mrs. Wm Cramer 



James Thomas 
Mordue (1874-1923) 
and his wife Etta 
Belle Misner (1878-
1939) settled on lot 
10 (east half) 
concession II in 
1903. The farm was 
originally owned by 
Wm Darby, 1a ter 
Thomas McEwan 1 i ved 
there where he 
operated the farm 
and a brick factory. 

James and Etta 
were married on 
April 3rd, 1905. A 
scarlet fever 
epidemic in 1923 
took the life of 
James when his son 
J. Stanley was only 
thirteen years of 
age. 
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(b) 

Sept. 29th, 1929 - The Mordue family 
Hilda Etta Stan Grace Leta 

married (Misner) married married married 
(Catherwood) Mordue Helen (Barnes) (Taylor) 

(widow) Myerscough 

Stan was forced to leave school in the eighth grade to take 
over the farm, with assistance from his mother and older sisters. 
Stan specialized in market produce and butchered as well. He had 
a weekly stand at the Hagervi11e market. 

He married Helen V. Myerscough on Sept. 5th, 1934 and they had 
four children; Marguerite (1935) m. Paul G. Epps; Leonard S.M. 
(1937); James Lawrence (1938) m. Lynda I. Seyfest; Mada1ene Ruth 
(1939) m. James Wm. Mitchener. 

James T. Mordue (1874-1923) and Etta Belle Misner (1878-1939) 
were the parents of; Dora May died young; Helen Grace (1905), m. 
Frank Daniel Barnes; Leta Belle (1906) m. Ronald Wm Taylor; James 
Stanley IIStan ll (1910) m. Helen Myerscough; Hilda Lorene (1917) m. 
Maxwell Le Roy Catherwood. 
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Many well known farm families related closely to the social 
and religious life of Oakland and Scotland but lived just outside 
Oakland township boundaries. In this category, among others, were: 

The Bradshaw family 
farmers at Bealton. J.E. 
Seth Bradshaw (1861-1939) 
married Mercy C. VanEvery 
(1861-1932). 

Claude Bannister (1903-1956), 
son of Charles, was the 
victim of a tractor accident 
on May 15th 1956. 

Ila (Crumback) and Howard 
Wesbrook - farmers L.7/8 
c. I Townsend c.1945 

1884 

Maud (McAlister) and Wally Wesbrook and 
g. grand daughter -- farmers L.7/8 C. 1 
Townsend circa 1948 
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Joseph V. "Jose" Roberts (1880-
1961), son of Joseph Roberts Sr. 
(1847-1941) and Louisa Eddy (1844-
1895), grew up on the homestead, 
south of Oakland, just across the 
border in Townsend . He married 
Alberta "Bertha" Vivian of Oakland 
in 1902. Eight years later they 
migrated to Batt1eford with their 
two sons. Bertha died in the West 
in 1939. Two years later, Jose 
returned to Oakland where he took 
over farming operations on the 
homestead for two years. He sold 
the farm to Charles Speech1ey. The 
descendants of Jose and Bertha 
continue to farm near Batt1eford, 
Saskatchewan. 

1939 Jose and Bertha 
(Vivian) Roberts 

Jose's daughter-in-law, Anna (Mrs. Irwin) Roberts of 
Batt1eford, well remembers a tale she heard often of an incident in 
the life of this Oakland native which occurred while still living 
at his Batt1eford farm. The tale goes like this; 

"Jose was up early, as usual, and of f to the barn to do 
chores, then back to the house for an early breakfast. Bertha, 
already in motion, kindled the stove making ready for her specialty 
breakfast staple; hot cakes and home-made maple syrup. Having 
grown up in Southern Ontario, Bertha wished the sugar maples would 
grow and produce on the western Plains but this was not to be. The 
artificial flavour was no substi tute but Bertha had long ago 
settled for second best and had mixed her liquid topping, leaving 
it on the stove to simmer. 

While Jose was washing up, perhaps he got up too early, he 
mistakenly grabbed the wrong kettle. In it was Bertha's maple 
concoction. Not noticing the contents, Jose was off to the kitchen 
sink to wash up, covering his hands and face thoroughly. He spilled 
some and went to the stove for more. 

By then Bertha had discovered her missing pancake topping and 
her blood boiled. From her lips came an unforgivable sputtering of 
unrestrained oaths. Quickly, however, the onlookers saw the humor 
of the scene being played out before them and the enormity of poor 
Jose's plight. Wi th a great roar of laughter the tension 
evaporated. Jose's descendants still muse when the topic of maple 
syrup lotion is raised. Tempers flared that morning in the 
Roberts' kitchen - a "sticky" moment in time for poor Jose." 
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Battleford June 1969 

Clifford Dorothy 
Irwin Marjoire Anna 

Kay Anne 
Daryal 

Children of Irwin and Anna Roberts; Kenneth Edwin 1935-1949, 
Dorothy M. b. 3 May 1936 m. John Douglas Cubbon, Clifford A. b . 16 
Oct . 1937 m. Beverly M. Bates, Roy H. b. 6 Feb 1941 m. Arleen Lynn 
Perry div. m. Beverly Rice, Joyce I. b. 28 June 1942 m. Kenneth H. 
Smith (Oakland, Ont.), Kay Anne b. 31 Mar 49, Marjorie L. b. 14 Jul 
1951 m. Wm Alexander Hackwell, Daryal Irwin b. 13 Feb 1955 m. Helen 
Faye Creegan and Gerald Edward b. 19 Aug 1946 d. in infancy . 



August 1947 -

Belinda (Roberts) 
McEwan (1887-1975) 
with her first 
grandchild, Lorene, 
born in 1945 to Lyle 
and Helen McEwan. 
Lorene married 
Joseph W. o. 
Gallant. She works 
at the Royal Bank in 
Timmins. 

The McEwan family 
associated socially 
and in their church 
life with the 
Oakland community. 

1000 
(b) 

May 22nd, 1921 

On the left is Herman McEwan (1885-
1927) and his son John William 
(Lyle) 11 yrs of age . The McEwans 
farmed lot 6 concession I just 
across the border in Townsend. The 
farm was formerly owned by John 
Roberts (1858-1947) and Clara (Lobb) 
Roberts (1867-19 ) parents of 
Herman's wife, Belinda. Later, 
Elisha Roberts (1851-1937) bought 
the farm followed by Herman McEwan 
who died accidently in 1927 after 
his clothing got tangled in a 
gasoline motor - another farming 
mishap . Lyle took over the farm and 
continues to live there. 
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1930 
Ella (VanEvery) Elton E. Hyde 
Hyde - farmers near Bea1ton . 

Centre Don Feathers tone 
farmer on the Roberts farm, 
south of Oakland . On the left 
Dorothy Smith, on the right 
Laura Bayham. 

Charlotte "Lottie" 
(Knox) Alton 
(1892-1975) 

Arthur 
LeRoy Alton 
(1891-1975) 

Farmers lot 6 con I Townsend. 

A. Burton 
Wilson 

Fanny C. 
Dunnett 
(1880-1974) 

Farmers at Wilsonville . 
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Freeman H. Courtnage family - Burford Township 

Earl 
(1892-1949) 

m. Mabel 
Stratford 

Wray 
m. Florence 
Stockton 

Freeman Courtnage 
(1866-1932) 

Lorne Gladys 
m. Dora m. Lorne 
Zimmerman Shelley 

Bruce 
m. Pearl 
Thomas 

Rebecca (Rand) Courtnage 
(1864-1953) 

Two farmers who lived just outside the Township boundary at 
Lower Oakland and shared in the church and social life at Oakland 
were the family of Harry Townsend and the Gordon Bonham family. 
Townsends lived across the road from the East Oakland school . 
Bonhams farmed just south of Smith's mill. 
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